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Thanks for taking my comments.  I think you would agree with me that if someone doesn’t recognize the 

value of what they have, it’s the same as if they don’t have it.  Someone could give you $1000 dollars 

and if you think it’s just paper you’ll starve to death.  

I travelled from Atlanta to attend this meeting, because I read that you want ideas to improve K-3  

reading and K-5 math.  Teachers in the arts have always improved reading and math in their students, 

but have rarely been seen as contributors in this fight.  As a music teacher, I’m wondering, how can I 

convince you that I am a powerful solution to your problem? 

Are you aware of the research that students who took four years of arts coursework outperformed their 

peers by 58 points on the verbal portion and 38 points on the math portion of the SAT?  

http://www.nasaa-arts.org/Publications/critical-evidence.pdf  Does it make you curious that by learning 

an instrument, kindergarten students are actually increasing the executive function of their brain, which 

is strongly related to mathematics and literary skills?  

http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0099868 

Keeping dedicated music education in the schools is actually among the most effective solutions. 

Right now you have a thousand dollars and you’re starving to death because so many kids still can’t read 

or do math.  At the same time, your best, most experienced, dedicated arts teachers are losing their jobs 

because no one is funding them.  Right now you’re watching school systems ignore, underfund, or take 

apart arts programs all across the State, eliminating one of your best allies in the solution to your 

problem. 

Is that what you want?  Is there anything you could do about it?  Is there anything you need from me to 

better understand how we can help each other? 

Here are some other links that talk about how much the arts teachers have been helping in this area. 

http://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/life/health-and-fitness/2015/05/18/research-shows-significant-

changes-brains-musicians/27526723/ 

http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/276595.php 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nF3Lbi666Vo 
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http://atlantachoral.weebly.com/ 

www.mymusicfriend.net 
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